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The Great Documents



King James I

King James II, last 
Catholic Monarch of 
England

Mary, oldest protestant 
daughter of James II

Anne, daughter of James 
II and Anne Hyde

Sophia, granddaughter 
of James I

King George I, German King George II, German King George III, English

Genealogy of 
English Monarchs









• The Declaration of 
Independence was 
debated here

• The US Constitution was 
hammered out and 
signed here

Independence Hall
Pennsylvania



Samuel Adams, Father of 
American Independence

• Looked upon sound politics as a Divine 
Science to promote human happiness.  
They were part of his religion.

• Participated in almost every major 
development in the birth of the American 
nation

• First American to have a price on his 
head





A Difficult and Fateful Year

• Americans lost the Battle of 
Quebec

• During the siege of Boston, 
more than 4000 of Washington’s 
badly needed troops left

• Morale was low

• American colonies had been 
disowned by the King

• Colonies did not yet know how 
to govern themselves



Thomas Jefferson

• Gained proficiency in FIVE languages

• Studied the ROMAN classics

• Studied the GREEK classics

• Studied EUROPEAN history

• Carefully studied the Old and New 
Testaments

• Discovered the ANCIENT PRINCIPLES of 
representative government



Thomas Jefferson worked on the 
Declaration for 17 days

• The major portion lists a long series of 
charges against the King. 

• The majority of the time was used to 
write the 1st two paragraphs

• Thomas Jefferson wanted to include 
the ANCIENT PRINCIPLES he discovered 
in these two paragraphs



Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams 
asked to prepare an official seal for the United States

Congress adopted a more simple seal with the American 
Eagle on one side and an unfinished pyramid on the other

One proposed Seal for the United States Adopted Seal for the United States


